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a great interest even in the costumes of the little girls who
were to wait upon the dancer and hurrying on the seam-
stresses when he found that they were leaving things to
the last moment.   The Lady from the Village of Falling
Flowers was put in charge of the dresses of those who were
to be present at the Early Levee before the ceremony.
Genji determined that the dancer supplied by his household
should make a brave show, and he equipped her with a
body of pages and attendants such as the Empress herself
might well have been proud of.   Last year, owing to the
National Mourning for Fujitsubo, there had been no public
festivals or amusements of any kind, so that people looked
forward to the coming occasion with an unusual zest, and
the families whose turn it was to supply a dancer vied with
one another in the pains they took over her training and
equipment.   One came from the household of the Inspector,
one from that of To no Chujo's step-brother Sayemon no
Kami, and one from Yoshikiyo, who was now Governor of
Omi,   This year the Emperor had expressed a desire to
retain all the dancers in his service at the Palace, and
consequently both these gentlemen had chosen daughters
of their own to send to the Festival.   The dancer from
Genji's household was the daughter of Koremitsu, who had
now become Governor of the province of Tsu.   She had the
reputation of being a particularly lively and good-looking
child.   When Genji first suggested it, Koremitsu did not
at all take to the idea, feeling that his family had no claim
to such an honour.  But every one pointed out to him that
the Inspector had shown no hesitation, though he was only
offering a bastard daughter;   and in the end Koremitsu
reluctantly .consented, believing like the others that it
would give his daughter a chance of permanent service at
the Palace.   He trained the girl at home, taking endless
trouble in teaching her dance-steps and also in selecting the